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“To be known and read” by all. . . .

Fish Story
When my father used to come
home from a fishing trip, we children used to run to ask him whether
he had caught a “big one.” He would
hold his hands as far apart as he
could to describe
the big one that
had got away. It
took a few years
before we noticed
that, while his
arms were held out
about five feet
apart, he was holding his thumb and
index finger on
his right hand
about five inches
apart.
If I were to ask
you how big the
fish you caught
really was, how far apart would you
hold your fingers?
E.S.N.
Flagstaff, Arizona•

Football in the Living Room
I find some things that are good,
in fact, very good in PD. And I find
some things that trouble me. Just
now I am struggling over the article
by Pastor Lichtenwalter (PD 4:1).
Actually, not the
whole article but
the message the
first
paragraph
conveys. His sons
were watching the
recent Super Bowl.
Whether the pastor
did, I don’t know,
and that’s not germane to this letter.
Traditionally, Adventists
haven’t
allowed football, at
least tackle football
in our schools. Nor
do we encourage
our young men, our sons, to take up
football as a career. One of the reasons is what the Spirit of Prophecy
has to say. For example: “Some of the
most popular amusements, such as
football and boxing, have become
schools o f brutality” ( Education, p.
210). “Satan. . . . has invented sports
and games___ horse races and football matches, which are attended by

•About 29.5 pounds apart. And
if you’re interested in how many, see
the picture above o f Uncle John and
his eighth-grade nephew, and
count.— R.R.H.
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thousands. . . o f people, lives for
which Christ has shed His blood are
thrown away” (Review and Heraldy
June 13, 1907, p. 5).
Are we not admonished to “Love
not the world, neither the things that
are in the world”? (1 John 2:15,
KJV). And to “Be not conformed to
this world” (Rom. 12:2)?
Some years ago, I used to watch
football on TV. For me, it was almost
mesmerizing and it seemed to have an
inimical effect on my devotional life,
so by Gods grace I quit watching.
Since we have clear counsel about
not having football in our schools,
why is it OK to spend several hours
watching it on TV? Perhaps the
author o f the article could clear up
the mystery for me. Also, doesn't
watching these games give tacit
approval to the obscene salaries that
these players receive?
Donald E. Casebolt, M.D.
Via E-mail:
dcasebolt@cyberport.com
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Qualified Approval
I think I would qualify your statement that “Nothing in nature, nothing in reason, nothing in self-interest” distinguishes the Sabbath from
any other day by adding “as far as we
can tell.” With or without faith, the
Sabbath is a segment o f time that
unlike the other days o f the week has
been blessed and sanctified forever
(I think).
Bill Tassie
Burlington, Missouri
“Accomodating” Error
The article by Peter van Bemmelen, entitled “Accomodation” (I don't
know about yours, but my dictionary spells it “Accommodation,”* as
does Dr. van Bemmelen) was very
good but it overlooked two of the
most obvious examples of accommodation, one in the New Testament and one in the Old. The first is
in Luke 16:19-31: the parable of the
rich man and Lazarus. This parable*

• Careful, Don. Based on the
logic implied by your last question,
I may have to discontinue watching
televised surgery. — R.R.H.

*So does ours. And so it was
spelled in van Bemmelen’s manuscript and subsequent editing. So it
was spelled in the last version of PD
I viewed before leaving for six
weeks. Our concept o f “accommodation” does not extend to challenging Webster’s “Bible.”— R.R.H.
Continued on page 47
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Continued from page 5

modation is in Genesis 1:1 to 2:3.
Contrary to the opinion of many,
this is not a treatise on cosmology or
geology or oceanography or astronomy. It had one purpose: to woo the
Hebrew slaves from the deities of
Egypt and other surrounding pagans. They had been under bondage
for some 400 years and had forgotten their God. Here also God was
willing to use the erroneous concepts of the times to make His point,
that He, YHWH, was the source of
everything that existed: light, water,
earth, and life. That only He is to be
honored and obeyed. He Himself is
the source of light. He Himself made
everything tangible. He Himself is
the only God. To discourage His people from worshiping the sun, He
brings the day into the evening when
the sun declines below the horizon
rather than in the morning when the
sun begins to rise. He waits until the
fourth day to introduce the big light
and the little light to transmit His
light to His people, and He does not
even give them a name, further
demeaning them. He does this all in
tranquility, not in strife and warfare,
as the other “gods” are reported to
have done. There is more, but I do
not want to weary you.
Rodney H. Mill
Via E-mail: rmill3628@aol.com

is not a treatise on the state o f the
dead, as many other Christians
insist, but the use o f a popular
though erroneous concept borrowed
from Greek pagan religion to make
Jesus’ point. Mrs. Ellen G. White
describes it thus:
“In this parable Christ was meeting the people on their own ground.
The doctrine of a conscious state of
existence between death and the resurrection was held by many of those
who were listening to Christ’s words.
The Saviour knew of their ideas, and
He framed His parable so as to
inculcate important truths through
these preconceived opinions. He
held up before His hearers a mirror
wherein they might see themselves
in their true relation to God. He
used the prevailing opinion to convey the idea He wished to make
prominent to all— that no man is
valued for his possession; for all he
has belongs to him only as lent by
the Lord” ( Christ's Object Lessons, p.
263).
According to the foregoing, Jesus
took a false concept held by “many”
o f His listeners and composed a
story to make His point. To Him, the
correctness of their theology was, at
that time, secondary (perhaps even
tertiary) to a lesson they needed to
learn.
The second example of accom-
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